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Welcome! Agenda:

■ Brief professional history, including COMM 1A: Public Speaking

■ Why incorporate online oral presentations into a class?

■ What are some strategies for requiring online oral presentations?

■ What do students think about online oral presentations?

■ Facilitated discussion
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Brief history and the transition to online

■ CSU experience: taught a hybrid public speaking class (students needed to 
find 10 audience members, record their speech, and submit the video)

■ Students and other colleges communicated significant interest in online 
public speaking courses

■ Worked with instructional designers; created a committee with two other 
public speaking instructors to prepare the curriculum for the class

■ OEI certification in Fall 2018

■ Have successfully taught the class three times
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Why incorporate online oral 
presentations?

Concerns
■ Even students who have 

experience with online classes 
(as many do) experience some 
difficulty

■ Does not completely replace in-
person presentations

■ Pedagogical concerns

Benefits
■ Giving students flexibility for 

their learning needs and 
preferences

■ Allows for practice with online 
presentations and meetings in a 
constructive setting

■ Meets course learning outcomes
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Strategies for online oral presentations
■ Don’t assume that your students 

are tech savvy; expect questions 
and some hiccups

■ Provide students 
services/technology services 
resource information

■ Also don’t feel as though you 
need to be tech support for your 
students!

– However, it’s useful to become 
more acquainted with Canvas, 
ConferZoom (Zoom)

■ Be clear about the mode of 
instruction as well as the 
speeches (dates and times, etc.)

■ Be clear about your 
requirements

– Does there need to be an 
audience?

– Appearance: posture, visibility 
of speaker, room setting, 
presentation aids?

– What is your late work policy?
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SHARING 
RESOURCES
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SPEECH 
DAYS AND 
ZOOM 
TEST.
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TECH 
SUPPORT
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TECH 
SUPPORT, 
CONT.
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MY 
SPEECH 
REQUIRE-
MENTS
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SAMPLE 
SPEECH AND 
REQUIREMENTS
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HOME 
SCREEN: 
LINK TO 
SPEECH 
SESSION

Mary Anne Sunseri . Foothill College 13



RECORDED 
STUDENT 
PRESENTATIONS
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PEER REVIEW ASSIGNMENT AND VIDEO
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New Strategies I’m Incorporating

■ Videos describing speech assignments

■ How do I prepare for a speech day page:
– Video describing the speech space and questions to ask (sort of a TL;DR 

version of the longer page, but with demonstrations)
– Link to this less often and describe it more in terms of delivery

■ Encouraging students to download Zoom (instead of using it on a browser)

■ Requiring a screen share for media presentations

■ Section at the bottom of speech assignments that link to specific resources as well 
as the grading policy
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What do students think about online oral 
presentations?
■ "To be perfectly honest, I really didn't know what to expect. In fact I joked about 

it. Online Public Speaking? How does that even work. Well, it works great! I had 
taken another online class during second spring quarter and I kind of missed the 
interaction with other students. This class, because of the video aspect, makes it 
feel more like you are there. Being able to see the other students' reactions during 
your speech is invaluable.”

■ “I really didn't know what to expect with an online public speaking course, but this 
was a great course that I really think helped create better public speakers. Through 
the assignments, and readings, and info slides, this class was filled with great tips 
and tricks on how to become a better speaker and also prepare better.”
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Student Testimonials, cont.
■ “I assumed that this class would consist of "here's a prompt, write a speech and 

present it". I really appreciated how this class taught me exactly how to outline an 
effective speech, what format to use for persuasive speaking, how to effectively use 
presentation aids, and how to apply different speaking techniques, such as 
incorporating a narrative or using Aristotle's Triangle to make your delivery more 
effective.”

■ “I wasn't sure how taking a coms class online was going to be, but I still found it 
extremely helpful. In this digital age, it may be even more helpful than an in person 
class. In my work life I have had to speak often in front of webcams or on the phone 
and much less frequently in front of people.”

■ “The format for public speaking as an online class was different than I envisioned, 
but overall I thought the video chat room for an online lecture was very effective. 
Although not as effective as an in-person class, I thought the format was enough to 
keep me motivated on making my speeches and producing good material.”
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