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What’s the big deal?



Instructor-Student 
Relationships Matter

especially for underserved 
student populations



“Who am I kidding?”
“I don’t belong here.”

“I should just quit now.”

Who do I think I am?



Humanize 
Online Teaching & Learning



The Ingredients

Teaching Presence

How do your students know 
you are there?

You are perceived as actively 
engaged.

Social Presence

How do your students know you 
care?

You are perceived as a real person.



Grades increase when 
community college online 
students sense their 
instructor cares about their 
learning.
Jaggars, S. S. & Xu, D. (2016). How do online course design 
features influence student performance?, Computers & 

Education, 95, 270-284.

The Impact

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.compedu.2016.01.014
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.compedu.2016.01.014


MEANINGFUL LEARNING
ASSIGNMENTS MATTER





Content Creation
Passive consumers -------------> Active creators



“If I have my students do something, 
I want it to be really useful to them 
and to others.”

Laura Gibbs, @OnlineCrsLady
University of Oklahoma



Digital Literacy 
● Only 17% of adults report being active learners who are “confident in their 

ability to use digital tools to pursue learning.

Alexander, B., Adams Becker, S., and Cummins, M. (2016). Digital Literacy: An NMC Horizon Project Strategic Brief. Volume 3.3, October 2016. 
Austin, Texas: The New Media Consortium.
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Resources

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aSulpncwmD9nlaS7jYAjm-UTDd3dgQV73Wab9N37Q2k/edit?usp=sharing


Clips: course welcome video

http://mjmooney.populr.me/summer-two2018h1016week---copy


Harmonize video discussion



Screencastify course navigation

https://youtu.be/OixQIN34Yr8


Adobe Spark video:
instructor-generated



Colonial Slavery

Click CC to toggle captions ON/OFF.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8piq-nlb3BQ




Adobe Spark video:
student-generated



Fire and Ice: The Cold War and Civil Rights

Click CC to toggle captions ON/OFF.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Oee-eOzb6A


Step #1) 
Test Presentation

https://spark.adobe.com/video/bjvXfd0rZRt3O


Step #2) 
Script with images

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UnmhDMoyP1pKKsvroeMHT3rT8UF-EuGQlEVCvoboW70/edit?usp=sharing


Step #3) 
Finished presentation

https://spark.adobe.com/video/LrwvYj7gWVUAl


Step #4) 
Padlet to collect finished
presentations and conduct peer 
review

https://padlet.com/mjmooney/4emx4gsny04b


Meg Phelps
Art History Faculty

Ventura College



Make Your Own 
Museum

Webpage Assignment Using  Adobe Spark



Links and order● https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vR2hbgTkiOpukxeH4jABe-MK5_EeEV_G5iL0F
1V_bHkUPnPe34OI_0EKB_1kGNWvH1BKCKQ0FNEf6yQ/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3
000 

● Preview assignment page 
https://vcccd.instructure.com/courses/6992/pages/preview-your-own-personal-museum-assign
ment-personal-project?module_item_id=401079  

● Spark page https://spark.adobe.com/page/CZXUfvVtGgaGW/ 
● Padlet https://padlet.com/megphelps/8bthfyk9vemd 
● Test assignment in speed grader 

https://vcccd.instructure.com/courses/6992/gradebook/speed_grader?assignment_id=157790#
%7B%22student_id%22%3A%2213815%22%7D

● Prep assignment in speed grader Madisson/ Vanessa 
https://vcccd.instructure.com/courses/6992/gradebook/speed_grader?assignment_id=157787#
%7B%22student_id%22%3A%2214621%22%7D 

●  Vanessa prep assignment open in adobe link https://spark.adobe.com/page/OCOzwOxFDtn0g/ 
● The nude project: https://spark.adobe.com/page/KuRiMBJThF3xZ/ 
● Assignment dropbox https://vcccd.instructure.com/courses/6992/assignments/157789 
●

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vR2hbgTkiOpukxeH4jABe-MK5_EeEV_G5iL0F1V_bHkUPnPe34OI_0EKB_1kGNWvH1BKCKQ0FNEf6yQ/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vR2hbgTkiOpukxeH4jABe-MK5_EeEV_G5iL0F1V_bHkUPnPe34OI_0EKB_1kGNWvH1BKCKQ0FNEf6yQ/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vR2hbgTkiOpukxeH4jABe-MK5_EeEV_G5iL0F1V_bHkUPnPe34OI_0EKB_1kGNWvH1BKCKQ0FNEf6yQ/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://vcccd.instructure.com/courses/6992/pages/preview-your-own-personal-museum-assignment-personal-project?module_item_id=401079
https://vcccd.instructure.com/courses/6992/pages/preview-your-own-personal-museum-assignment-personal-project?module_item_id=401079
https://spark.adobe.com/page/CZXUfvVtGgaGW/
https://padlet.com/megphelps/8bthfyk9vemd
https://vcccd.instructure.com/courses/6992/gradebook/speed_grader?assignment_id=157790#%7B%22student_id%22%3A%2213815%22%7D
https://vcccd.instructure.com/courses/6992/gradebook/speed_grader?assignment_id=157790#%7B%22student_id%22%3A%2213815%22%7D
https://vcccd.instructure.com/courses/6992/gradebook/speed_grader?assignment_id=157787#%7B%22student_id%22%3A%2214621%22%7D
https://vcccd.instructure.com/courses/6992/gradebook/speed_grader?assignment_id=157787#%7B%22student_id%22%3A%2214621%22%7D
https://spark.adobe.com/page/OCOzwOxFDtn0g/
https://spark.adobe.com/page/KuRiMBJThF3xZ/
https://vcccd.instructure.com/courses/6992/assignments/157789


https://spark.adobe.com/page/CZXUfvVtGgaGW/








Previous Written Assignment (aka “the boring paper”)

● Traditional written assignment
● imaginary museum with theme of their choice
● Student’s curated artworks
● Developed different “rooms” based on different sub-themes or 

topics
● Imagined and described the layout of the museum
● entry and exit “labels” 
● Individual “ labels” for each artwork
● Summative assessment, tacked on to end of course
● (retained as potential accommodation for accessibility) 



Replaced with Adobe Spark Webpage

● Dynamic visual assignment
● Same student curation
● “Rooms” became visual equivalents - removed conceptual 

middleman
● Adobe Spark tools create the structure of their space

○ Text boxes = interpretive labels placed accordingly
○ Photogrid = visual room
○ Glideshow with captions = artwork labels

● More museum-like
● Summative and formative assessment with scaffolding



Student Outcomes

● Visually engaging product
● Creative content curation
● Builds critical online literacy
● Self-interest driven
● Process oriented
● E-portfolio artifact

Teacher Benefits

● Increased collaboration
● Summative and formative  

assessment
● Fun to grade! 

Adobe Spark Webpage Assignment



Creativity = Critical Life Skill

● “Creativity” has risen to among 
the top applied skills sought by 
business leaders

● 72 percent of employers say that 
hiring creative people is a primary 
concern

● “Teaching our children how to 
think creatively is vital to 
preparing them to be successful in 
the 21st century workforce”

● “creative economy” adjacent

“Ready to Innovate”
a collaborative report between

the Conference Board 
and 

Americans for the Arts

https://www.conference-board.org/publications/publicatio
ndetail.cfm?publicationid=1452



  Day 1: inspiration
An 
aspirational 
example, 
visible in 
week 1.

Link: Spark 
Project

https://spark.adobe.com/page/CZXUfvVtGgaGW/
https://spark.adobe.com/page/CZXUfvVtGgaGW/


And a 
collection 
of others: 
Padlet 

  Day 1: inspiration

https://padlet.com/megphelps/8bthfyk9vemd


● Adobe account
● Start a project
● Name and title 

only
● Barrier 

assignment 
● Easy to 

visualize in 
speed grader

  Scaffold #1 - “Test Assignment”- first week 



● Adobe account
● Start a project
● Name and title 

only
● Barrier 

assignment
● Easy to 

visualize in 
speed grader 

● This = wrong 
link

  Scaffold #1 - “Test Assignment” - first week 



● Return to project
● Text box tool
● Photogrid tool
● Glideshow tool 

with captions

  Scaffold #2 - “Prep Assignment” -mid-semester



● Speed Grader will 
present a screen 
capture

● Click link for full 
visualization in 
Speed Grader

● Rubric and page in 
same screen

● Or pop-out

  Scaffold #2 - “Prep Assignment” -mid-semester



  Scaffold #2 - “Prep Assignment” -mid-semester

● Set of images
● visual equivalent of a 

museum  “room”
● Immediate creative / 

expressive satisfaction 
● save/download/upload

Photogrid Tool



  Scaffold #2 - “Prep Assignment” -mid-semester

● Glideshow = same artworks 
as photogrid

● visual equivalent of 
individual artwork labels

● Immersive  
● save/download/upload

Glideshow Tool



● Discussion Assignment to share 
themes and sample artworks 

● allows me to weed out 
inappropriate choices 

● Other  students give feedback and  
suggestions

● This theme: “An Antidote to 
Absurdity” based on the ideas 
from The Myth of Sisyphus by 
Camus (Franz Von Stuck)

  Scaffold #3 - Sharing/Feedback -late semester



Peer Suggestion: 

  Scaffold #3 - Sharing/Feedback -late semester



  Creative Options in Spark - Intuitive



● Extra credit Discussion to share entire project
○ Fosters ownership and pride 
○ Extra credit, not required- their choice based on how confident they felt 

about their work

● A student populated padlet they can opt in to, see what the 
whole class produced

  Taking a Bow



● feedback using the comments 
section in the submission 
dialog

  Feedback “baked-in”



● embedded a Google Form into 
the Dropbox asking permission 
to share 

● See the Additional Resources 
page of our site for a form you 
can copy.

  Permissions “baked-in”



  Challenges

● Some age resistance
● Page, Post, or Video options sometimes confusing 
● Wrong link 

○ they need to generate a unique link, not just capture URL from browser) 

● Updating link
○ Their changes not reflected if they forget to update link

● Two sets of instructions
○ One for using Spark
○ One for the assignment itself

● How granular to get with tools? 
○ E.g. focal point for glideshow: The Nude

https://spark.adobe.com/page/KuRiMBJThF3xZ/


  Resources

● Assignment Instructions Google Doc
● Assignment examples padlet 
● Ready to Innovate: Are Educators and Executives Aligned on the Creative 

Readiness of the U.S. Workforce? 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/12yk3Ax39Q5MeMksl6in0HBeT9GkJ9pB3cnpZpi6fbq8/edit#
https://padlet.com/megphelps/8bthfyk9vemd
https://www.conference-board.org/publications/publicationdetail.cfm?publicationid=1452
https://www.conference-board.org/publications/publicationdetail.cfm?publicationid=1452


http://onlinenetworkofeducators.org/humanizing-onli
ne-teaching-learning/

A 4-week online 
course facilitated 
by CCC faculty, 
offered by @ONE 
(Online Network of 
Educators).

Humanizing Online 
Teaching & Learning

http://onlinenetworkofeducators.org/humanizing-online-teaching-learning/
http://onlinenetworkofeducators.org/humanizing-online-teaching-learning/



